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[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 1: Our (Dys)Functional Education System
Writing Prompt

Rhetorical Situation: The purpose of this essay is to convince your audience that the focus of your essay and your supporting evidence are sound and valid for an academic conversation. With this is mind, you will want to avoid or limit the use of personal narratives and emotional appeals, focusing instead on logical and ethical appeals and evidence. Your audience for this assignment will be your instructor, your class peers, and the Cypress College academic community as a whole. As such, some of your readers will not be familiar with the topic or readings, so you will need to be sure to write in a way that these readers can follow your argument.

Readings:

“From Degrading to De-grading” by Alfie Kohn
“Against School” by John Taylor Gatto
“The Right to Fail” by William Zinsser

Topic: Alfie Kohn focuses explicitly on the practice of grading in “From Degrading to De-grading.” Kohn provides numerous pieces of evidence, all of which suggest grades “tend to reduce students’ interest in the learning itself… students’ preference for challenging tasks… [and] the quality of students’ thinking” (286-287). In short, Kohn claims that by eliminating grades, students gain a better education by concentrating on actual learning instead of a letter or number. In “Against School,” John Taylor Gatto asserts that the education system is purposely designed to create obedient and efficient citizens rather than allow students to become creative, independent adults. Gatto asks, “What if there is no ‘problem’ with our schools? What if they are the way they are … not because they are doing something wrong but because they are doing something right? … Could it be that our schools are designed to make sure not one of [our students] ever really grows up?” (301) Gatto insists that schools are only “laboratories of experimentation”  meant to create servants and that the only way for students to break free from the prospect of an “extended childhood” is for society to let them manage themselves (307). Finally, William Zinsser highlights the value of failure in his article “The Right to Fail,” but laments how that right is not embraced by our culture even though there is tremendous value in failing. Each author addresses problems with existing attitudes about the education system and the lengths students go in order to succeed in it.


What is one change you would make to our education system,
and how would that change positively impact students?


Directions: You should develop a clear focus for your essay that is supported by the readings for this unit. Essays must be a minimum of FOUR (4) FULLY TYPED PAGES. Be sure to format your paper to MLA standards: use 12-point Times New Roman font, double-space your essay, and have one-inch margins. Completion of all drafts is mandatory to complete this unit. LATE PAPERS WILL NOT RECEIVE PEER OR INSTRUCTOR FEEDBACK.
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